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ABOUT KENYA. 

Kenya, an East African nation, spans more than 224,000 sq. miles (582,000 sq. Km), making it 

only slightly smaller than the state of Texas in the United States. Kenya is situated on the equator 

and is bordered by five countries: Uganda (to the west), Sudan (to the northwest), Ethiopia (to 

the north), Somalia (to the northeast), and Tanzania (to the south). Along its southeast edge, 

Kenya's tropical coastline connects the country to the Indian Ocean. Nairobi, the capital of 

Kenya, is located in the southwest. Other major cities include Mombasa (situated on the 

coast), Nakuru and Eldoret (found in the west-central region), and Kisumu (located in the west 

on the shores of Lake Victoria). 

Kenya is a country rich in wildlife, culture, history, beauty and friendly, welcoming people. 

Kenya is geographically diverse, from snow-capped mountain peaks to extensive forests to wide-

open plains. Key geographical attractions include the Great Rift Valley, which features extinct 

volcanoes and hot springs, and Kenya's coastline, complete with reefs and magnificent beaches. 

Combine all this with a well-developed tourist infrastructure of hotels, lodges, campsites and a 

variety of activities. Kenya has a population of more than 42 million people, with about four 

million residing in its capital city, Nairobi. There are 42 ethnic groups who call Kenya home; 

each group has its own unique language and culture. Although Kikuyu is the largest ethnic 

group, the Maasai are the most well known due to both their long-preserved culture and their 

involvement in Kenyan tourism. Kenya is also home to immigrants of other nationalities, 

including Europeans, Asians, Arabs and Somalis. Kenya's official languages are English and 

Swahili. 
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ABOUT NYERI 

Nyeri is a city situated in the Central Highlands of Kenya. It is one of the oldest towns in Kenya 

having been established in the British colonial era in Kenya. Nyeri is the birthplace of the Boy 

Scout movement and hosts the tomb of the founder Lord Baden Powell. It is also the home town 

the late Nobel laureate Wangari Maathai.Nyeri's Roman Catholic Cathedral also hosts the tomb 

of Blessed Irene Stefani "Nyaatha" who was beatified on 23 May 2015 in Nyeri. Half her 

remains preserved in the Cathedral, and the other half at Gikondi. 

The town is also the home of the famous national university of technology: Dedan Kimathi 

University of Technology (DeKUT) founded by the local community in the early 1970s as an 

institute of technology and converted into a fully fledged university in 2012.The city is situated 

about 150 km (a two-hour drive) north of Kenya's capital Nairobi, in the country's densely 

populated and fertile Central Highlands, lying between the eastern base of 

the Aberdare (Nyandarua) Range, which forms part of the eastern end of the Great Rift Valley, 

and the western slopes of Mount Kenya. 

Nyeri town's central business district is relatively small as compared to other cities in, for 

instance Mombasa and Kisumu. While small business activities are vibrant, Nyeri is essentially a 

government administration city.The town has a relatively low cost of living in comparison to 

Nairobi and other major urban centers in Kenya. Located in Kenya's fertile highlands, food and 

water
 
are plentiful and relatively cheap. 
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ABOUT DeKUT 

 DeKUT is a public institution established under the Universities Act 2012. It is the first public 

University to be chartered and eighth public University to be established in Kenya and the only 

University focusing exclusively on Technology. It was formerly the Kimathi University College 

of Technology (KUCT) established through the Legal Notice No. 162 (GOK, 2007) as a 

constituent college of Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT). 

Before this it operated as   Kimathi Institute of Technology (KIT) which was founded in the 

1970’s.  The University has a rich history. It is named after Kenya’s great freedom fighter Dedan 

Kimathi.  It was founded as a community initiative espousing the spirit of self-reliance and 

determination engrained in the national struggle for Kenya’s independence, which was 

epitomized by the freedom fighter. In this spirit the University took a technological front for 

purposes of societal transformation.  

DeKUT’s main campus is located within the spectacular Mt. Kenya and Aberdare Ranges 

ecosystem of Central Kenya and it is six kilometers from Nyeri town along the Nyeri-Nyahururu 

road. Currently the university offers a wide range of programs at both undergraduate and 

postgraduate levels in the following disciplines; Engineering, Business Administration and 

Management, Criminology and Security Management, Actuarial Science, Information 

Technology, Computer Science, Tourism and hospitality, Food Science, Nursing, Industrial 

Chemistry, Leather Technology, Geothermal Technology, Geospatial Information Science, 

Geomatic and Remote Sensing. Additionally, the university also offers Diploma and Certificate 

Courses. These programmes are a vital demonstration of the University’s commitment to 

becoming a premier technological University within the national, regional and global arena. With 

the technology advancement as the central agenda, the University aims at training and producing 

highly skilled manpower to promote industrialization in the country, in line with Kenya’s vision 

2030 blueprint and Government’s Big Four Agenda, which aims at transforming Kenya into a 

middle income industrialized country with a high standard of living for her people. 

DeKUT will be hosting a Science and Technology Park (STP), which will be an engine for 

innovation, development, incubation and commercialization of technology developed in the 

University. This will in turn stimulate the development of entrepreneurships, which will drive 

job creation in the country and develop self-reliant youths. Through the STP, DeKUT aims to 



enter into the league of Entrepreneurial Universities, which leverages on research and 

innovations to create intellectual property (IP) rights, spin-off companies and entrepreneurships 

to promote sustainable economic growth of the University and the Nation. In addition, DeKUT 

will be hosting a Cancer Hospital, which will provide medical solutions to the society, as the 

University leverages on the training and research for societal benefit 

TRAVELLING TO DeKUT, NYERI. 

What you need prior to travelling. 

 Apply for passport/East African passport 

 Apply for a visa  

 Arrange for a student pass 

 Arrange for  travel and medical insurance 

 Make contact with the institution. 

 Confirm with your bank about  access to your funds while in Kenya 

 Make travel arrangements 

 Advise DeKUT about your travel details. 

 Arrange transport from airport to accommodation 

Pack bags being sure to include the following:       

 Name and contact details of  a DeKUT  representative 

 Enough currency for taxis, buses, phone calls etc. in the event of an emergency 

Important documents: 

1. This Information booklet 

2. Passport 

3. Letter of award of scholarship 

4. Certified copies of qualifications & certificates 

5. Travel insurance policy 



Visa Information 

All foreign students need to note that they need a Kenyan Visa to travel to Kenya and Students 

pass to study. If the Visa expires before the pupil’s pass is processed, the student is required to 

renew the visa at a fee payable in cash to the Immigration department. You need a visitor’s visa 

that can be obtained online via www.ecitizen.go.ke .You pay $51 and you are issued with an e-

visa which you present to the Immigration Officers at the airport upon entry.  The application is a 

simple process   and you will probably just need your invitation/admission letters from the 

university 

International Students Pass 

This is a document issued to the person(s) seeking to enter and remain in Kenya for the purpose 

of receiving education or training at an educational or training establishment within the country 

by which he/she has been accepted as a student.  

Student Pass Checklist 

You will be required to submit the following documents during your admission to facilitate the 

processing of your student pass 

1. Copy of valid national passport (bio-data page) 

2. Current immigration status of the student/ intern / researcher (if in the country) 

3. Current two (2) passport size colored photos 

4. Digital passport photo( to be sent on email to admissionsoffice@dkut.ac.ke  prior to 

arrival) 

5. Copies of certified academic certificates 

6. Commitment letter from the sponsor (letter of award of scholarship) 

7. Police clearance certificate 

NOTE: Make sure your passport/East African Passport is valid and has at least 2 blank pages 

Mode of Transport 

The commonly used mode of transport is  

i) “Matatu” and Buses 

ii) Taxi 

http://www.ecitizen.go.ke/
mailto:admissionsoffice@dkut.ac.ke


What You need upon arrival. 

 Call home  

 Settle into accommodation 

 Contact DeKUT  

 Purchase house hold items and food 

 Attend international student’s orientation 

 Get student ID Card 

 Attend faculty/course specific orientation sessions 

 Get involved in student life and associations 

Student ID Card 

You shall be issued with a smart card after registration. You need the smart card to:  

 Borrow books from the University library 

 Sit  for an examination  (without the ID  you cannot sit for your exams) 

 Access University Facilities 

To get your Smart Card. You need to send a digital Passport photo to the Admissions Office 

through admissionsoffice@dkut.ac.ke. and a copy of your passport/East African Passport. 

 

The passport photo should be:  

Colour Only 

Frontal Aspect, head and shoulders only 

A clear view of face (no hats, sunglasses or other obstructions) 

Neutralbackground (no trees, designs or other people etc 

LIVING IN NYERI 

Accommodation  

There are three accommodation options  

i) Hostels 

Around the school there are many hostels that are up to standards and affordable 

ii) Rentals 

mailto:admissionsoffice@dkut.ac.ke


There are affordable rental houses in Nyeri town and environs that range from a single room, 

a bedsitter, one bedroom, two bedroom, etc.  

Banking  

Kenya has many banks that provide banking services across the country, within Nyeri town the 

following banks are available and you can choose from any of these: Barclays Bank, Standard 

Chartered Bank, Consolidated Bank, Equity Bank, National Bank, Family Bank, Central Bank of 

Kenya, Eco-Bank Kenya and Co-operative Bank of Kenya.   

Should you require opening a bank a count you shall be assisted in contacting the bank 

Phone calls in Kenya 

In general, Kenya’s communications system is good and there are many ways to make phone 

calls.  For mobile phone calls the country code is +254. International call prefix is 000 and the 

trunk prefix is 0. You will need a Kenyan  sim card that you can buy from the three  major  

mobile phone network providers i.e Safaricom, Airtel and Telecom at their shops that are 

available countrywide. You shall be assisted acquire one upon arrival. 

Where to go for help! 

i) International Office: for administrative issues 

ii) Registrar’s Office 

iii) Directorate of Students’ Welfare: for Social Issues 

iv) Director of your respective Institutes 

v) Security Office:  for security related matters 

Shopping in Nyeri. 

The nearest shopping outlets are in Nyeri town. There are a good number of shopping marts, 

banks, fresh produce markets, hotels, tourist resorts and other leisure facilities. The university 

has a bookshop where you can shop your student needs which include Stationery and Souvenirs 

and DeKUTES shop for DeKUT products.   

Currency 

The unit of currency is the Kenya shilling. For smooth operations it is advisable to convert your 

money into Kenyan shilling as soon as you arrive in the country. There are ample exchange 



bureaus from in Nairobi. You can also exchange your money at banks in Nyeri town. Due to the 

ever fluctuating forex market please visit www.centralbank.go.ke before travelling so as to 

confirm the exchange rate.  

Weather and Climatic Conditions. 

Nyeri County has relatively warm and temperate climate conditions. It has two rainy seasons, the 

long rains and short rains. The long rains begin in April and ends around May. The short rains 

begins in October and end around November. January and February are the hottest months while 

July is relatively cold.  

Power and Appliances 

Electricity in Kenya is between 220 and 240 volts, alternating at 50 cycles per second. If you 

travel to Kenya with a device that does not accept 240 Volts at 50 Hertz, you will need a voltage 

converter and an adapter that fits the plug sockets in Kenya. Electrical sockets (outlets) in Kenya 

are the "Type G" British BS-1363 type. If your appliance's plug doesn't match the shape of these 

sockets, you will need a travel plug adapter in order to plug in. Travel plug adapters simply 

change the shape of your appliance's plug to match whatever type of socket you need to plug 

into.

Outdoor Activities 

 Kenya has a wide variety of outdoor activities you can choose to participate in. The activities 

include Wildlife safari, mountain climbing, rock climbing camping, zip lining, kayaking, water 

sports, hiking, trekking, nature walks, paragliding, camel safari, snorkeling, scuba diving, 

swimming and many more. Nyeri is a popular destination for relaxation, business, educational 

and cultural tourism. It happens to be a giant in food production and a key player in the central 

tourism circuit. While in Nyeri you can visit the following for  some of the outdoor  activities 

mentioned above; Mount Kenya, Dedan Kimathi University wildlife conservancy, Tafaria Castle 

and Game Lodge,  Giraffe Ark,  Treetops, Sangare Farm House-Mweiga Vilas,  Aberdare 

National Park, Solio Ranch,  Italian War Memorial Church, Lord Baden Powell Grave, Mau Mau 

Caves, Rhino watch sanctuary, Ol Pejeta conservancy and many more. 

The Directorate of student welfare and the International office organizes excursions and guided 

tours in the locality.  

http://www.centralbank.go.ke/
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Catering Services 

The University has a student Cafeteria that offers food at subsidized rates for students. You can 

also get food from the staff cafeteria. There are also hotels and cafes around the university and 

Nyeri town that offer variety of food. 

Dressing 

Students are advised to dress in a modest way whenever around the campus 

               Public Holidays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Welfare Services 

DeKUT has a Directorate of Students Welfare which houses, the Dean of Student’s Office, 

Counseling Center, Sports Office as well as Chaplaincy Office.  All these are in place to cater for 

the wholesome and well being of students.  

Campus Life and Student Associations 

DeKUT has diverse sporting facilities within the campus which include rugby, football, hockey, 

basketball, volleyball, handball, Netball, softball and athletics.  Additionally, since February, 

2015 the University initiated a Mt. Kenya climbing expedition dubbed “Climb-to-Educate 

Initiative”.  This program is aimed at enhancing relations between DeKUT students and staff and 

to cultivate harmony and integration within the University operations. International students can 

January 1 New years day 

Varies Good Friday 

Varies Easter Monday 

May 1 Labour day 

June 1 Madaraka Day 

Varies Eid ul Fitr 

October 10 Moi day 

October 20 Mashujaa day 

December 12 Jamhuri day  

December 25 Christmas day  

December 26  Boxing day  

December 31 New Years eve 



liaise with the Directorate of Students Welfare on how they can be integrated into the sports 

activities. There are also numerous clubs and societies that range from religious to academic to 

social and many more. You can contact Directorate of Students Welfare through 

deanofstudents@dkut.ac.ke. 

mailto:deanofstudents@dkut.ac.ke


HEALTH, SAFETY AND SECURITY 

DeKUT believes in maintaining safe and healthy working conditions for her students. 

In case you fall sick while in school, 

Students travelling to Kenya are advised to have a comprehensive insurance policy and check to 

ensure that they will be covered in case they fall sick in the course of their study. However, in 

case of emergency the DeKUT Medical Center offers emergency services and facilitates referrals 

to a wide network of Medical Specialists for advanced cases beyond the Center’s capability. 

In case of Fire. 

Ensure you familiarize yourself with the fire extinguisher locations and the building exits. 

This information will be pointed out to you during your orientation, but is a good practice to 

review this information periodically. The University facilities have fire extinguishers in strategic 

places and also conduct fire drills training frequently  

Smoking  

The DeKUT policy is to provide a smoke free environment for our employees, customers and the 

general public.  

Note: Smoking of any kind is prohibited within the University premises. 

Personal safety tips 

 Be alert assertive and confident 

 Try and walk with other people rather than on your own when in lonely places  

 Carry only the money you will need for the day 

 Be aware of things around you; avoid long talks on your mobile or texting while walking. 

 At night stay in well lit areas, where there are a lot of people.  

Safety during outdoor excursions 

The University’s outdoor office generally gives guidance to students regarding safety during 

outdoor excursions. Generally the university recommends that such students going on such 

expeditions be accompanied by a guide and or a member of staff where possible 

Drug and Substance Abuse. 

Note: DeKUT is an alcohol and drug free zone 



Therefore the following are prohibited while at DeKUT premises or property 

 The manufacture, possession, purchase or sale of substances of abuse  

 Being under the influence of illegal drugs, alcohol or substances of abuse  

 Working while under the influence of prescription drugs that impair performance  

 


